Family of Christ Lutheran Church
Easter Day
April 5, 2026

Please rise as you are able

Gathering Hymn: ELW 365 Jesus Christ is Risen Today, verses
1&2

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris'n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ial
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
N ,
(D’ 4 | I | I I | | 1 | |
| | | | I [ | | | | | r H % } i :
our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as his love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - Iu - ia!
now a- bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ial
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!

suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - Iu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - Iu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ial
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - Iu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708



Greeting
Alleluia! Christis Risen!

Christis Risen Indeed! Alleluia!



Canticle of Praise ELW p. 149

Refrain
Assisting minister
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water is poured into the font.
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the
waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us
on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of
peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and
for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
giving you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.



Prayer of the Day

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead.

The tomb is empty!

He is alive

and has become the Lord of life!

Send your Spirit among us to help us recognize the risen life we

share with Christ and to help us to grow as your people, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a
Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life,
death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets,
“receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that
God shows no partiality, **but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. **You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: *how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *'not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as




witnhesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead. *?’He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living
and the dead. “*All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for
Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the
risen Christ in God.
'If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ?Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth,
3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
“When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.



Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 28™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women

are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is

risen!
' After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. “ And
suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and
sat on it. ° His appearance was like lightning and his clothing
white as snow. “ For fear of him the guards shook and became
like dead men. ° But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. ° He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. ' Then go quickly and tell his
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is



going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my
message for you.” ° So they left the tomb quickly with fear and
great joy and ran to tell his disciples. ° Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his
feet, and worshiped him. '° Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be
afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there
they will see me.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the day: ELW 377

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus 1s 1is - en!
2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - i - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - ™ - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break -ing  our bread, giv - ing us glo - r1y:
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O grave, be o - pen!
rnv - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing with cre - a - tion to God  the I AM!
n 1. Refrain
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 19221987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Contemnporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayers of the People

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of
everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith
and hope in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over
death. May all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’
resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have
made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice
and truth. Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold
sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and
redeem. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many
grieve or feel lost and afraid. Draw near to those who areiill orin
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pain. We pray especially for those on our prayer list and those
whose names and needs we lift before you now. (brief silence)
Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through
Christ’s resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly
proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share
in the joy of your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the
unending feast of your victory. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.

Offering is collected

Offering and elements are brought to the table
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Offering Song: ELW 182

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music @ 1978 Lutheran Book of Woeship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the
body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may pursue
us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Communion

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the withesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
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Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed
one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christis risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on
us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace
our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as
the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us
forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O
God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion

Jesus invites us to receive the bread of new life and the cup of
salvation at this table.

This table is not mine, and it does not belong to this
congregation. This table is not a Lutheran table. This is the
risen Christ’s table; he is the host.

All of us, no matter who we are, or what we have done or left
undone, or where we are on life’s journey, are as welcome
here as Mary and Peter and Joanna and James were at the
first table. Come, celebrate the feast to know the power of

resurrection, the joy of heaven, and the glory of God’s grace.

Amen. (Both wine and juice are available. The juice is the
innermost circle on the tray.)
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Communion hymn: ELW 382

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!
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1 Christis ris-en! Al - le - lu-ia! Ris - en our vic - to - rious head!
2 Christ is ris-en! All the sad-ness of our Lent-en fast 18 o’er;
3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that last eve-ning round him lay
4 Christ is ris-en! Hence-forthnev-er death or hell shall us en - thrall.
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Sing his prais - es! Al - le - lu - ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!
through the o - pen gates of glad-ness he re-turnsto life once more;
now has found a glo-rious mor-row in the ris-ing of to - day.
We are Christ’s,in him for - ev - er we have tri-umphedo - ver all.
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Grate-ful - ly our hearts a - dore him as  his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see him rise, the vic - tor now,

See the grave its

All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of

first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;

our trem-bling hearts have ceased;
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bow - ing down in joy be-fore him, ris - ing up from griefs and tears.
an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.
Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing; he waslost, but he is found.
hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.

Refrain
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Christ is ris-en! Al -le - lu-1ia! Ris - en our vic - to-rious head!
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Al-1le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!

Sing his prais-es!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

Music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
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Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among
us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak
peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring
your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Blessing
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
++ bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Sending hymn: ELW 385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and

Sing

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of Ilife is ris’'n this day; death’s might-y stone 18
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - 1ia, al -le - lu - ia, al-le-Ilu - ia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.

Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christis risen.
Christisrisen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements:

¢ Bible Study: Signs of the Kingdom: Studies in Matthew, April
12, at9a.m.

e FeedtheNeedStl service project: April 12", 1 to 3 p.m. at
Queeny Recreation Center.

e Rummage and Bake Sale: April 18™. Bring donations on
Sundays or on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.

e Getting Crafty Group: April 15™, 6:30 p.m.

e Book Club: April 239, 7 p.m.

e Mother’s Day Donation Drive: May 10™. We’re collecting
feminine hygiene products for the Aunt Rose Project.

focelca.com
foclutheran@gmail.com
Jane Brda, SAM — Presiding Minister
Ellen Mueller — Music

From sundaysandseasons.com. Used by permission of SAS103282. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted and streamed under Onelicense.net. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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