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Family of Christ Lutheran Church 
 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2026 
  

Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Requests 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

We gather in the name of God, who created us, who was born to 
be with us, ☩ who guides us still. Amen. 
 
God knows our hearts, the guilt we carry, the heartache that 
keeps us awake, the burdens we bear. God knows that 
“happy are they who are forgiven,” and so we confess in 
confidence of God’s forgiveness.  
 

A brief silence 
 
Good and gracious God, we have sinned and fallen short of the 
good you desire for us and for all creation. We have seen the 
earth as resources to extract and forgotten to marvel at its 
beauty. We have doubted your ability to provide and hoarded 
more than we need. We have ignored the needs of the 
vulnerable, and when you called us to follow you to greater 
wonders, we remained where we were and clung to control. 
Forgive our sin and our selfishness. Draw us out of ourselves,  
more deeply into your love, and more fully into a world in 
need. 
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God knows our sin before we do and meets every confession 
with abundant grace. In Christ, ☩ we are alive and completely 
forgiven. God’s goodness has the final word. May this gift renew 
our faith and lighten our load so that we are prepared to care for 
the world God so loves. Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 614 There Is a Balm in Gilead 
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Please be seated 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Welcoming God, there is no one whom you have rejected 
forever. There is nothing we can do to make you close the door 
to our relationship with you. You are always ready and waiting 
to befriend us again. In moments when we need it most, help 
us to notice your presence. Send us out with a keen sense of 
who the world has rejected, that we might be agents of 
friendship who welcome them in. Amen. 
 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-
oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in height 
or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came 
endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as 
the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I 
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with 
oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
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have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD 
said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what 
you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his 
anointed is now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of 
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy 
and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 
and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the 



 
 

5 
 

spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me. 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue me all the days 
of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus 
Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light of 
Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
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8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 
Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all 
that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing 
to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; 
rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what 
such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise as you are able. 
Lenten Acclamation: ELW p. 125 

 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 
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The Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.                 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction 
that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God. 

1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he 
had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, 
“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 
  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to 
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
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mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they 
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was 
your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was 
born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been 
blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this 
man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and 
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 
we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, 
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
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from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, 
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 
 
  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who 
do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were 
with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are 
we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not 
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 779 Amazing Grace 
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Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
Prayers of the People 
God, our maker, healer, and friend, You are all in for us and all 
creation. You have given us a beautiful universe to explore. You 
have called each one of us by name. You never cease to offer life 
and forgiveness. There is no detail of life in this world that has 
escaped you. We pray now, trusting in your goodness and mercy.  
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A brief silence. 

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead 
Christians in our community and across the globe in right paths 
for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. 
Rescue endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened 
ecosystems, and save creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an 
end to war and violence, and raise up leaders in governments, 
courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who 
seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are 
made to feel unimportant and transform the hearts of all infected 
by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day. We 
pray for those on our prayer list and those whose names and 
needs we lift before you now, either silently or aloud (a brief 
pause). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among 
us. Awaken us to share and receive the gifts we each possess, 
and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome 
for all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God our home, we thank you for all who have died and 
completed their baptismal journeys. Grant us faith to live until 
we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength 
and salvation. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you. 
 
Offering Is Collected 
 
Offering and Elements Are Brought to the Table 
 
Offering Song:  

 
Offering Prayer 
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God who provides, we return to you a portion of all that you 
have given us. Bless and use these gifts, our hands, our 
hearts, our ministry, to care for the world you so love. Now 
prepare us to receive you at this table and again in the world 
beyond our doors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Communion 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We have to praise you, we have to thank you, God, because the 
whole universe is filled with your wonders. On this very day  
you overcome the powers of death and destruction forever, 
and so, in thankfulness, we join the song of the angels: 
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Creator, you made a wondrous world and called it good. You 
planted a garden, and in it, you crafted your creatures, even our 
ancestors. When sin, pain, and death entered the world, you did 
not leave us but remained a lover and friend of humanity. You 
made outrageous and hope-filled promises to Abram and Sarai, 
you brought water from a rock when your people wandered in the 
wilderness, you saw the possibilities in least and lowly, and you 
knew that life could come even from dry old bones. 
 
When at last the time was right, you were born to be with us in 
Jesus and joined us in the highs and lows of human existence. 
You met Nicodemus in his nighttime wondering, you welcomed 
the questions of the woman at the well, you witnessed the 
rejection of the man born blind, you wept at the grave of Lazarus, 
and you even went through death for us. 
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On the night of his betrayal and arrest, knowing it was time to 
give all of himself, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
And so, we remind each other and the world:  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on us, your gathered people, and on this 
meal, your gifts of bread and cup. Through a holy mystery, let this 
become for us the body and blood of Christ. Let it remind us of 
the unending feast for which we are bound. Let it strengthen us,  
that we will become the body of Christ for the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us: 
Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion  
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. Amen. 
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Communion Hymn: ELW 603 God, When Human Bonds Are 
Broken 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
God, you have revealed yourself to us again in the holy 
mystery of bread and cup. Strengthen us by your presence, 
draw us closer to one another as the Body of Christ, and send 
us to reveal you in our all our words and ways. Amen. 
 
Blessing  
As you have met God in this place, go now to meet God beyond 
this place. As you have received the love of Jesus, go now to give 
the love of Jesus. As the Creator has been all in for you, go now 
and be all in for the sake of the world. 
 
Gracious God, Father, Son, and ☩ Spirit,  
bless you as you go. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn: ELW 793 Be Thou My Vision 
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Dismissal 
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Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Announcements:  
• Midweek Lent Online Prayer Services: March 18th and 25th. 
• Lent Bible Study: Signs of the Kingdom: Studies in Matthew, 

March 15, 22, 29, April 12, at 9 a.m. 
• Getting Crafty Group: March 18th, 6:30 p.m.  
• Book Club: March 26th, 7 p.m. We will discuss The Borrowed 

Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston. 
• Community Easter Egg Hunt: March 29th, noon. Please 

donate small, wrapped candy and/or small toys that will fit 
into a plastic egg.  We’ll fill eggs on March 22nd.  

• Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services: April 2 and April 
3, at 7 p.m. 

• Easter Sunrise Service: April 5th, 7 a.m. 
• Easter Festival Service: April 5th, 10 a.m. 
• FeedtheNeedStl service project: April 12th, 1 to 3 p.m. at 

Queeny Recreation Center.  
• Rummage and Bake Sale: April 18th. Bring donations in on 

Sundays or on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 to noon.  
 

focelca.com 
foclutheran@gmail.com 
Pastor Jane Brda, SAM   
Ellen Mueller — Music 
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