Family of Christ Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2026

Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Requests

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

We gather in the name of God, who created us, who was born to

be with us, *+ who guides us still. Amen.

God knows our hearts, the guilt we carry, the heartache that
keeps us awake, the burdens we bear. God knows that
“happy are they who are forgiven,” and so we confess in
confidence of God’s forgiveness.

A brief silence

Good and gracious God, we have sinned and fallen short of the
good you desire for us and for all creation. We have seen the
earth as resources to extract and forgotten to marvel at its
beauty. We have doubted your ability to provide and hoarded
more than we need. We have ighored the needs of the
vulnerable, and when you called us to follow you to greater
wonders, we remained where we were and clung to control.
Forgive our sin and our selfishness. Draw us out of ourselves,
more deeply into your love, and more fully into a world in
need.



God knows our sin before we do and meets every confession

with abundant grace. In Christ, = we are alive and completely
forgiven. God’s goodness has the final word. May this gift renew
our faith and lighten our load so that we are prepared to care for
the world God so loves. Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to
Sing

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a- broad the hon-ors of your name.

sings mu - Sic  in

the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful,

bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv’'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AzmoN, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 17921872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Please be seated

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, we have limits, but you do not. You work outside
of our expectations, and you love beyond our comprehension.
When we let go of our desires and fears, we enter into your
wondrous work. Give us the courage and peace we need to let
go, that like Ezekiel, Mary, and Martha, we may witness things
we could never imagine on our own. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that
Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their
land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is
assured that through this vision they will know that “l am
the LORD.”

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by
the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it
was full of bones. “ He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. ° He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered, “O Lord GoD, you
know.” “ Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. ° Thus says the
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Lord GOD to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. ° | will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to
come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you,
and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

”So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as |
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. ° | looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds,

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°|
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

""Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope
is lost; we are cut off completely.’ '” Therefore prophesy and say
to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: | am going to open your graves
and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and | will bring
you back to the land of Israel. '* And you shall know that | am the
LORD when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves,
O my people. "1 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,
and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that |,
the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 130




' Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;
>0 LorDp, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my
supplication.
?If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LoRD, who could stand?
“Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
> | wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
° My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep
watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is
steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
® For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of
the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and
values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the
very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will
also raise us from the dead.

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—



indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please

God.

?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to him. '’ But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. "' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells

inyou.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Lenten Acclamation: ELW p. 125
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Gospel: John 11:1-45




The Gospel according to John, the 11" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill
and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out
of the tomb and restores him to life.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. “ Mary was the one who anointed the
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus wasiill. ° So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord,
he whom you love isill.” “ But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” ® Accordingly, though
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.

’Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea
again.” ° The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ° Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who
walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of
this world. ' But those who walk at night stumble because the
light is not in them.” "' After saying this, he told them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.”
'?The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
be all right.” '® Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
"“Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '° For your sake
| am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to



him.” ' Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

'“When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some
two miles away, '? and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. *° When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary
stayed at home. *' Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. ?* But even now | know
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” #° Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” ** Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *° Jesus
said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live, *° and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ?’ She
said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

“\When she had said this, she went back and called her sister
Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for
you.” *° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. °° Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at
the place where Martha had met him. ®' The Jews who were with
her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going
to the tomb to weep there. *> When Mary came where Jesus was
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus



saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping,
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” °° Jesus began to weep. “° So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” °” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

**Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. °° Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” % Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed
you would see the glory of God?” *' So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for
having heard me. “* | knew that you always hear me, but | have
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said this, he cried
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” “* The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him

go.”

“>Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: ELW 666 What Wondrous Love Is This

What Wondrous Love Is This
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3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, [ will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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| was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb [ will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who 18 the great | AM, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will
I'll sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, [ will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayers of the People
God, our maker, healer, and friend, You are all in for us and all
creation. You have given us a beautiful universe to explore. You
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have called each one of us by name. You never cease to offer life
and forgiveness. There is no detail of life in this world that has
escaped you. We pray now, trusting in your goodness and mercy.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in
your name. Breathe into us so that we may share your message
of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up,
prosper the work of those who restore homes and habitats after
natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act
boldly for justice, free all who live in places of war and violence,
and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty
that weighs down so many. Console any who weep and heal all
who are sick. We pray for those on our prayer list and those
whose names and needs we lift before you now, either silently or
aloud (a brief pause). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our wonder at the mystery of
your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith.
Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save and bring
us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and salvation.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.

Offering Is Collected

Offering and Elements Are Brought to the Table

Offering Song:

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song

Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

Offering Prayer
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God who provides, we return to you a portion of all that you
have given us. Bless and use these gifts, our hands, our
hearts, our ministry, to care for the world you so love. Now
prepare us to receive you at this table and again in the world
beyond our doors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We have to praise you, we have to thank you, God, because the
whole universe is filled with your wonders. On this very day
you overcome the powers of death and destruction forever,
and so, in thankfulness, we join the song of the angels:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Creator, you made a wondrous world and called it good. You
planted a garden, and in it, you crafted your creatures, even our
ancestors. When sin, pain, and death entered the world, you did
not leave us but remained a lover and friend of humanity. You
made outrageous and hope-filled promises to Abram and Sarai,
you brought water from a rock when your people wandered in the
wilderness, you saw the possibilities in least and lowly, and you
knew that life could come even from dry old bones.

When at last the time was right, you were born to be with us in
Jesus and joined us in the highs and lows of human existence.
You met Nicodemus in his nighttime wondering, you welcomed
the questions of the woman at the well, you witnessed the
rejection of the man born blind, you wept at the grave of Lazarus,
and you even went through death for us.
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On the night of his betrayal and arrest, knowing it was time to
give all of himself, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so, we remind each other and the world:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Pour out your Spirit on us, your gathered people, and on this
meal, your gifts of bread and cup. Through a holy mystery, let this
become for us the body and blood of Christ. Let it remind us of
the unending feast for which we are bound. Let it strengthen us,
that we will become the body of Christ for the world you so love.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. Amen.

Communion Hymn: ELW 328 Restore in Us, O God

Restore in Us, O God
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new your im -age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.

tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to  face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Post-Communion Blessing
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

God, you have revealed yourself to us again in the holy
mystery of bread and cup. Strengthen us by your presence,
draw us closer to one another as the Body of Christ, and send
us to reveal you in our all our words and ways. Amen.

Blessing
As you have met God in this place, go now to meet God beyond

this place. As you have received the love of Jesus, go now to give
the love of Jesus. As the Creator has been all in for you, go now
and be all in for the sake of the world.

Gracious God, Father, Son, and * Spirit,
bless you as you go. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW 785 When Peace like a River (It Is Well
with My Soul)
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When Peace, like a River

It Is Well with My Soul
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It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Announcements:

e Midweek Lent Online Prayer Services: March 25™.

¢ Lent Bible Study: Signs of the Kingdom: Studies in Matthew,
March 22, 29, April 12, at9 a.m.

e Book Club: March 26", 7 p.m. We will discuss The Borrowed
Life of Frederick Fife by Anna Johnston.

e Community Easter Egg Hunt: March 29", noon. Please
donate small, wrapped candy and/or small toys that will fit
into a plastic egg. We’'ll fill eggs on March 22",

e Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services: April 2 and April
3,at7 p.m.

e Easter Sunrise Service: April 5", 7 a.m.

e Easter Festival Service: April 5™, 10 a.m.

e FeedtheNeedStl service project: April 12™, 1 to 3 p.m. at
Queeny Recreation Center.

e Rummage and Bake Sale: April 18™. Bring donations in on
Sundays or on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 to noon.

¢ Getting Crafty Group: April 15™, 6:30 p.m.

focelca.com
foclutheran@gmail.com
Pastor Jane Brda, SAM
Ellen Mueller — Music
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