Family of Christ Lutheran Church
First Sunday in Lent
February 22,2026

Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Requests

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

We gather in the name of God, who created us, who was born to

be with us, *+ who guides us still. Amen.

God knows our hearts, the guilt we carry, the heartache that
keeps us awake, the burdens we bear. God knows that
“happy are they who are forgiven,” and so we confess in
confidence of God’s forgiveness.

A brief silence

Good and gracious God, we have sinned and fallen short of the
good you desire for us and for all creation. We have seen the
earth as resources to extract and forgotten to marvel at its
beauty. We have doubted your ability to provide and hoarded
more than we need. We have ighored the needs of the
vulnerable, and when you called us to follow you to greater
wonders, we remained where we were and clung to control.
Forgive our sin and our selfishness. Draw us out of ourselves,
more deeply into your love, and more fully into a world in
need.



God knows our sin before we do and meets every confession
with abundant grace. In Christ, = we are alive and completely
forgiven. God’s goodness has the final word. May this gift renew
our faith and lighten our load so that we are prepared to care for
the world God so loves. Amen.



Gathering Hymn: ELW 319 O Lord, throughout These Forty
Days

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Please be seated

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Creator, you made a magnificent cosmos and made us human
beings as part of it. Draw us into a fuller relationship with the
water, air, creatures, and plants you made as our kindred. Where
we have done harm, empower us to repair, that we live in
harmony with one another, all creation, and you. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in
relationship with the creator, creation, and one another. The
serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would
be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they
were naked.

" The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to till it and keep it. '® And the LORD God commanded the man,
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, '’ but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall die.”

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild
animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did
God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” “ The
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees



in the garden, ° but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or
you shall die.” ” “ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not die, ° for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ° So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it
was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. ' Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked,
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32
' Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
>Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
*While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“ For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
°>Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my
guilt.
| said, “l will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then



you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
°Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach
them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
¢l will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go;
| will guide you with my eye.
?Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not
stay near you.”
'Y Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
" Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under
bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free
ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously
showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

'# Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have
sinned '® for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is
not reckoned when there is no law. '* Yet death reigned from



Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness
of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

> But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the
grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abounded for the many. '° And the gift is not like the effect
of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses
brings justification. '’ If, because of the one man’s trespass,
death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who
receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

' Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation
for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification
and life for all. ” For just as through the one man’s disobedience
the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.

Lenten Acclamation: ELW p. 125
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Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 4th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in
the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the testing of
the evil one.

" Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested
by the devil. “ He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward
he was famished. ° The tempter came and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” “ But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”
°> Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on
the pinnacle of the temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,



so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ”
’ Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your
God tothe test.””

® Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, ? and he said to
him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” "’ Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.””

""Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited
on him.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: ACS 922

When We Are Tested
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trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayers of the People

God, our maker, healer, and friend, You are all in for us and all
creation. You have given us a beautiful universe to explore. You
have called each one of us by name. You never cease to offer life
and forgiveness. There is no detail of life in this world that has
escaped you. We pray now, trusting in your goodness and mercy.
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A brief silence.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the
baptized the will to resist temptation and to worship and serve
you alone. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and
disobedience threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us
by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in
places of violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to
all who work for peace. Grant courage to those who challenge,
especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who
are sick, give peace to all who groan in grief, and send
companions to all who are lonely or isolated. We pray for those
on our prayer list and those whose names and needs we lift
before you now, either silently or aloud (a brief pause). Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us
who hunger for bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who
hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and
abounding grace, and for those who, by that same grace, now
rest eternally in you (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and salvation. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.
Offering Is Collected

Offering and Elements Are Brought to the Table

Offering Song:

13



Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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sic © 1978 Liahe

weran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offering Prayer

God who provides, we return to you a portion of all that you
have given us. Bless and use these gifts, our hands, our
hearts, our ministry, to care for the world you so love. Now

prepare us to receive you at this table and again in the world

beyond our doors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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We have to praise you, we have to thank you, God, because the
whole universe is filled with your wonders. On this very day
you overcome the powers of death and destruction forever,
and so, in thankfulness, we join the song of the angels:
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Creator, you made a wondrous world and called it good. You
planted a garden, and in it, you crafted your creatures, even our
ancestors. When sin, pain, and death entered the world, you did
not leave us but remained a lover and friend of humanity. You
made outrageous and hope-filled promises to Abram and Sarai,
you brought water from a rock when your people wandered in the
wilderness, you saw the possibilities in least and lowly, and you
knew that life could come even from dry old bones.

When at last the time was right, you were born to be with us in
Jesus and joined us in the highs and lows of human existence.
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You met Nicodemus in his nighttime wondering, you welcomed
the questions of the woman at the well, you witnessed the
rejection of the man born blind, you wept at the grace of Lazarus,
and you even went through death for us.

On the night of his betrayal and arrest, knowing it was time to
give all of himself, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so, we remind each other and the world:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Pour out your Spirit on us, your gathered people, and on this
meal, your gifts of bread and cup. Through a holy mystery, let this
become for us the body and blood of Christ. Let it remind us of
the unending feast for which we are bound. Let it strengthen us,
that we will become the body of Christ for the world you so love.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us:
Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. Amen.
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Communion Hymn: ELW 613 Thy Holy Wings

Thy Holy Wings
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.
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Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

God, you have revealed yourself to us again in the holy
mystery of bread and cup. Strengthen us by your presence,
draw us closer to one another as the Body of Christ, and send
us to reveal you in our all our words and ways. Amen.

Blessing
As you have met God in this place, go now to meet God beyond

this place. As you have received the love of Jesus, go now to give
the love of Jesus. As the Creator has been all in for you, go now
and be all in for the sake of the world.

Gracious God, Parent, Sibling, and * Spirit,
bless you as you go.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn: ELW 808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

GEJ b T | i
H_J—‘—J p C— — - — - -
o
Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te;
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour ney;
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Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as | jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
As long as 1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser -  vant.
we’ll sing  to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Announcements:

e Book Club: February 26", 7 p.m.

e Midweek Lent Online Prayer Services: Feb. 25, March 4, 11,
18, and 25",

e Lent Bible Study: Signs of the Kingdom: Studies in Matthew,
February 22", March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 12, at 9 a.m.

e Getting Crafty Group: March 18™, 6:30 p.m.

e Community Easter Egg Hunt: March 29", noon. Please
donate small, wrapped candy and/or small toys that will fit
into a plastic egg. We’'ll fill eggs on March 22",

e Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services: April 2 and April
3,at7 p.m.

e Easter Sunrise Service: April 5, 7 a.m.

e Easter Festival Service: April 5™, 10 a.m.

focelca.com
foclutheran@gmail.com
Pastor Jane Brda, SAM
Ellen Mueller — Music
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