Family of Christ Lutheran Church
20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026

Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Requests

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody
your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation
groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile
us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through +F Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of
grace. Amen.



Gathering Hymn: ELW 826 Thine the Amen

Thine the Amen
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -ry in the night no more dy - ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo-ry yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the  jus -tice of thy ways
thine the  riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the Ileast
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wup  lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Please be seated

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for
the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet
at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as
a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up
forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of
salvation.

" O LORD, you are my God;
| will exalt you; | will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
> For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.



*Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“ For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
°the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

® On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained
clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
® he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the
earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
? It will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he
might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Word of God, word of life.



Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
'The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
>The LoRD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |
shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.
°>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
° Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue me all the days
of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future,
Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to
God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with
us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ,
especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.




' My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in
the Lord. ° Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers,
whose names are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ° Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. ’ And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

® Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
? As for the things that you have learned and received and heard
and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with
you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.



Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 22" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s
kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be
taken lightly.

' Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: * “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son. ° He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. “ Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who
have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.’ ® But they made light of it and
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ° while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ' The



king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. ° Then he said to his slaves,
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.” '’ Those slaves went out into the streets
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

'T“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, '“ and he said to
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’
And he was speechless. “ Then the king said to the attendants,
‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '“ For many
are called, but few are chosen.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW 462 Now We Join in Celebration




Now We Join in Celebration
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1 Now we join in cel - e-bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in ~ joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed wus.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice,love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918—-1990
Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598—1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,




creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayers of the People

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for
the church and the world.

A brief silence.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy
mountain. Empower the World Council of Churches and all
those working across religious difference, that the world may
know your undivided love. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters.
Preserve all places of natural beauty and restore our relationship
with the land. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and
disaster. Renew all communities facing disasters and give your
courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and
console all who are sick or suffering, especially those on our
prayer list and those we name before you now (brief pause).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people.
Challenge this congregation to open wide our doors and
welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We
give thanks for those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.
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Offering Is Collected

Offering and Elements Are Brought to the Table

Offering Song:

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song

Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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us a forc-taste of the feast to come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynght administrator,

Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and
always. Amen.

Communion
The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the

choirs of angels, with the church on

earth and the hosts of

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached
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out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to
the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are
hungry, come!

Communion Hymn: ELW 491 Come, Let Us Eat

Come, Let Us Eat

0 Leader or All

J
1 Come, let us cat, for now the feast is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
3 In Je - sus’ pIes - ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine Is poured.
in Je - sus’  pres - ence now we meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
o) Leader or All
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er,
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er,
In  the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er,
Je - sus r1is - en will bring in the king - dom,
o) All
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our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - ern
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.
Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation: text st. 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose hame we pray. Amen.

Blessing
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the

body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy
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I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy
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3 T've got the love  of Je - sus, love of Je - sus,
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I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy,
TI've got the peacec that pass - ¢s un - der - stand - ing,
I've got the love  of Je - sus, love of Je - sus,
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down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
down in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
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Text: George W. Cooke
Music: DOWN IN MY HEART, George W. Cooke



Dismissal
Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Announcements:
e Getting Crafty: Oct. 21st, 6:30 p.m. Bring your current
work-in-progress and craft and visit for a while.
e Book Club: Oct. 22,7 p.m.
e All Saints Sunday: Nov. 1. Please send names of those
who you want remembered during the service to
foclutheran@gmail.com.

focelca.com
foclutheran@gmail.com
Pastor Jane Brda, SAM
Ellen Mueller — Music

Elements from sundaysandseasons.com. Used by permission of SAS103282. Copyright ©2023 Augsburg Fortress.

Allrights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under Onelicense.net. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

18


mailto:foclutheran@gmail.com

