Family of Christ Lutheran Church
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 24, 2025

Welcome, Announcements and Prayer Requests

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the *F* Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our
neighbors and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of
joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your
mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus, and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of *+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.



Gathering Hymn: ELW 859 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the God of cre-a - tion!
2 Praisethe Al-might-y, o’er all life so won-drous-ly reign - ing,
3 Praisethe Al-might-y, who pros-pers your work and de-fends you;
4 Praisethe Al-might-y! In won-der my spir - it is soar - ing!
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My heart is long - ing to of - fer up sweet ad -0 - ra - tion.
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
see from the heav - ens the show-ers of mer - cy God sends you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es out- pour - ing.
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Mel - o - dy make; dul - ci - mer, harp, now a - wake.
Have you not seen? All  that is mneed - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al - might - y can do;
Let the a - men sound from God’s peo - ple a - gain,
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Sound forth your praise, ev - 'ry na - tion.
sent by God’s gra - cious or - dain - ing.
in - fi - nite Love here be - friends you.
glad - ly for - ev - er a - dor - ing!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. composite

Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Please be seated

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures
surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand
upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when
we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 58:9b-14
God promises those who have returned from exile that
where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt,
and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new
beginnings.

> 1f you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
'if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
""The LorD will guide you continually
and satisfy your needs in parched places
and make your bones strong,



and you shall be like a watered garden,

like a spring of water

whose waters never fail.
'2Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,

the restorer of streets to live in.

9 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the Sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs;
'“then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and | will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
| will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:1-8

' Bless the LoRD, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
* Bless the LorD, O my soul,

and forget not all God’s benefits—
“who forgives all your sins

and heals all your diseases;



“who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
°>who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
° 0 LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
®LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision
of the new covenant of God made possible in Christ. There
is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into
which we are invited.

'“You have not come to something that can be touched, a
blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, '° and the
sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers
beg that not another word be spoken to them. ?° (For they could
not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches
the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” *' Indeed, so terrifying
was the sight that Moses said, “l tremble with fear.”) ** But you
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, *° and to the assembly of the firstborn who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits
of the righteous made perfect, ** and to Jesus, the mediator of a



new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel.

> See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if
they did not escape when they refused the one who warned
them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the
one who warns from heaven! *° At that time his voice shook the
earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more | will shake not
only the earth but also the heaven.” %’ This phrase, “Yet once
more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created
things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. *° Therefore,
since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable
worship with reverence and awe, *° for indeed our God is a
consuming fire.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise as you are able.



Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
The Gospel according to Luke, the 13" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new
beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading
of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding
“sabbath work” to include setting people free from
bondage.

'“Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
Sabbath. "' And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit
that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and
was quite unable to stand up straight. '“ When Jesus saw her, he
called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your
ailment.” "> When he laid his hands on her, immediately she
stood up straight and began praising God. '“ But the leader of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath,



kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and not on
the Sabbath day.” '° But the Lord answered him and said, “You
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or
his donkey from the manger and lead it to water? '° And ought
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for
eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the
Sabbath day?” ' When he said this, all his opponents were put
to shame, and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful
things being done by him.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day: ELW 647 Glorious Things of You Are

Spoken

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
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1 Glo - rious things of you are spo - ken, Zi - on, cit -y
2 See, the streams of liv - ing wa - fters, spring - ing from e -
3 Round each hab - i - ta - tion hov - ring, see the cloud and
4 Sav - ior, since of Zi - on’s cit - y I through grace a
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of our God! He whose word can - not be bro - ken
ter - nal love, well sup - ply your sons and daugh - ters,
fire ap - pear for a glo - ry and a cov - ’ring,
mem - ber am, let the world de - ride or pit - v,
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and all fear of want re- move. Who can faint, while such a
show - ing that the Lord is near. Thus de-riv - ing from their
| will glo - ry in your name. Fad - ing are the  world’s vain
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found-ed, what can shake your sure re - pose? With  sal -
riv - er ev - er will their thirst  as - suage? Grace which,
ban - ner light by night and shade by day, safe  they
plea-sures, all  their boast - ed pomp and show; sol - id
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va - tion’s walls sur-round-ed, you may smile at all your foes.
like the Lord, the giv - er, nev - er fails from age to age.
feed up - on the man - na which God gives them on their way.
joys and last - ing trea-sures none but Zi - on’s chil-dren know.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: BLAENWERN, William P. Rowlands, 1860-1937




Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of
God, for God is near.

A brief silence.

You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all.
Give wisdom to bishops, synod councils and staff, and
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congregation leaders as they pursue a more just and equitable
church and society. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send
healing rains to parched places and relief to flooded lands. Lead
us to enact policies to rebuild ruined ecosystems and habitats.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
Strengthen the resolve of world leaders and local officials in the
way of love and mercy, so that all people may experience
abundant life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You satisfy your people with good things. In your steadfast love,
receive the cries of all who are bent over under the weight of
addiction, isolation, and mental or physical illness, especially
those on our prayer list and those whose names and needs we
lift before you now, either silently or aloud (a brief pause).
Manifest your healing presence in their midst. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners
and leaders with creativity to aid this assembly in fresh and
faithful prayer and praise. Enable all who gather here to be
nourished and renewed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With Bartholomew and all your apostles, prophets, and saints,
we give thanks and bless your holy name. As they now rest from
their labors, guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue your
reign, which can never be shaken. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our
prayers to the one who always receives them; through Jesus
Christ, our wisdom and companion.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around you.

Offering Is Collected

Offering and Elements Are Brought to the Table

Offering Song:
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song

0 N
[ 1 p— | 1 1 N1 [ P | Fe— 1 1 == |
1 1 1 1 1 1 L 1 1 1 1 ! e |
t@ | e 1 1 & i 1 | ™ 0
i —a e —" P — i
J - (el - ! ~—
Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
0 s
| -4 1 i - 1 1 1 | i — | n N1 1
" 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 21 1 | Fi—— |
1 T 1 T &> 1 1 -
I T g o | & - H‘br—d_‘_d._i_‘_‘_b:
(G= =S=S== :
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seceds that were sown, that we may be
0 [ ;
[ X 1 I I 1 e 1 1T I 1 ]
1 ( Poe— 1 n 1 1 i i 1 1 1 3 -
s =
r 4 < t &
fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u -
0 " . [o—
|- 4 1 I » — 1 1 e 1 1 1 1 1 | s— T 1 1 ]
1 1 1 }
- Ll ] i — 1
o =g 14 — . b
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta -ble with your
0 3
|- I | D—— + 1 1 o 1 'y 1 1 i |
i 1 l 1 g i L 1 l 1 1 " 1 1 e |
@& | PEZY @& i 1 1 1 1 I |
e 1 — - 1 | = O ih
t@J Er — » L <
pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music chard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Texta usic © 1978 Liaheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,

Offering Prayer

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good,
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with
these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for
the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Communion

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your

glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached

out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to
the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
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who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. Amen.
(All are welcome at the Table. Gluten-free wafers are
available. Both wine and juice are available. The juice is the
innermost circle on the tray. Reminder: You commune fully
even if you consume just one of the elements.)
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Communion Hymn:

Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table
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1 Look who gath - ers at Christ’'s ta - ble! Hear the sto - ries
2 Clouds of light sur - round the ta - ble; an - cient fol - low -
3 Their sad sto - ries are re - peat - ed in a thou-sand

4 Bring your joy and bring your sad - ness, and pre - pare to
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that they bring. Some are weep -ing; some are laugh - ing;
ers ap - pear, saints con - fess - ing how they wres - tled
dif - f’'rent ways, but  they share one thing in com - mon:
be  sur - prised by the host whose hands are wound - ed,
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all are wel-come. There is room for ev - 'ty - one.
fruit - less  ef - forts to ob - lit - er - ate the light.
round this ta - ble, where all life is fed and blest.
wine that wa - kens in your heart the taste of love.

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945

Music: COPELAND, Michael Corzine, b. 1947
Text © 2002 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
Music © 2000 Michael Corzine, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table, and we drank
deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our
neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Blessing
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus

Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit *+ bless you and
give you peace. Amen.
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Sending Hymn: ELW 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

i

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra- cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.

sings mu - sic in the

the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum- ble poor

5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

be now and ever giv'n

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
be - lieve.

6 To God all glory, praise, and love

by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements:
Book Club: August 28, 7 p.m.
God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday: Sept. 7th

e Summer Cool Down Ice Cream fellowship: Sept. 12, 7 p.m.,
at Oberweis on Telegraph Road.

Getting Crafty group: Sept. 17, 6:30 p.m.

focelca.com
foclutheran@gmail.com
Pastor Jane Brda, SAM
Ellen Mueller — Music

Elements from sundaysandseasons.com. Used by permission of
SAS103282. Copyright ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted and streamed under Onelicense.net. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission.
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